
Extinction   Rebellion’s   lack   of   direction   is   a   waste  
of   good   coverage   at   best,   and   a   distraction   from  

the   REAL   cause   of   climate   change   at   worst  
 
No   doubt   you’ll   have   seen   in   the   news   the   protests   taking   place,   particularly   in   London,   by   a  
climate   change   group   called   Extinction   Rebellion   (XR).   Their   plan   is   to   disrupt   people’s   lives  
in   a   worldwide   effort   from   April   15-29   to   gain   media   attention   in   order   to   highlight   imminent,  
catastrophic   climate   change.  
 
But   with   their   demands   consisting   of   just   ‘tell   the   truth’,   ‘act   now’   and   ‘beyond   politics’,   is   this  
really   enough   to   stop   this   potential   catastrophe?  
 
Whether   you   agree   with   the   group’s   methods   or   not,   you   have   to   admit,   they’ve   got  
themselves   in   the   media.   But   my   beef   is   their   lack   of   a   clear   goal   and   direction   towards   that  
goal,   and   it   stems   from   a   deep   misunderstanding   of   the   root   cause   of   the   problem   of   climate  
change.  
 
The   question   is   not   whether   we’re   heading   for,   or   are   already   in,   an   extinction   event   of   our  
own   making.   The   evidence,   backed   by   a   growing   body   of   scientists   from   around   the   world,   is  



piling   up   and   makes   for   pretty   depressing   and   unsettling   reading.   We’re   already   seeing   the  
effects   of   climate   change   and   things   are   only   going   to   get   worse.  
 
So   what   is   the   question   then?  
 
As   I’ve   said   before   in   previous   articles,   in   order   to   find   a   solution   to   a   problem,   you   have   to  
understand   the   root   cause   of   that   problem.   Anything   short   of   that   is   just   treating   symptoms.  
 
Extinction   Rebellion’s   approach   is   as   follows   (from   their   website):  
 

1. Tell   The   Truth    -   Government   must   tell   the   truth   by   declaring   a   climate   and   ecological  
emergency,   working   with   other   institutions   to   communicate   the   urgency   for   change.  

2. Act   Now    -   Government   must   act   now   to   halt   biodiversity   loss   and   reduce  
greenhouse   gas   emissions   to   net   zero   by   2025.  

3. Beyond   Politics    -   Government   must   create   and   be   led   by   the   decisions   of   a  
Citizens’   Assembly   on   climate   and   ecological   justice.  

 
Here’s   the   problem   with   expecting   the   government   to   ‘tell   the   truth’:   they’re   really   not   that  
great   at   it!   Not   to   mention   the   fact   that   they’re   a   little   tied   up   at   the   moment   with   the   issue  
we’re   all   sick   of   hearing   about:   Brexit.   And   the   fact   that   they’re   really   only   there   to   regulate  
the   economy.  
 
The   problem   with   ‘act   now’   is,   well,   how?   How   exactly   is   XR   expecting   the   government   to  
act?  
 
And   ‘beyond   politics’?   The   idea   of   a   ‘citizens   assembly’   is   all   fine   and   well,   but   it   still   doesn’t  
address   the   ‘how’.  
 
None   of   it   does.  
 
None   of   these   ‘demands’   tackle   the   question   of   how   we’re   going   to   fix   climate   change  
because   they   don’t   address   the   root   cause.  
 
So   the   question   is,   then:   what   is   the   root   cause   of   climate   change?  
 
And   the   answer   is   the   profit   system.  
 
You   really   don’t   have   to   think   too   far   into   it   these   days   to   see   that   this   is   indeed   the   cause   of  
the   environmental   destruction   that’s   driving   climate   change.   And   pretty   much   everything   else  
we’re   currently   dealing   with,   for   that   matter.  
 
In   our   current   system,   profit   is   at   the   apex.   It   comes   before   everything   else,   without  
exception,   and   at   the   cost   of   everything   else.  
 
Our   incessant   pursuit   of   fossil   fuels   is   driven   by   the   oil   markets.   But   burning   them   is  
destroying   our   atmosphere.  



 
The   production   of   meat   and   dairy   is   driven   by   consumer   demand   (that’s   us!).   But   consuming  
them   results   in   catastrophic   deforestation   and   pollution   of   land,   water   and   air.  
 
Overfishing   is   driven   by   consumer   demand.   But   consuming   fish   at   our   current   rate   results   in  
grave   effects   to   the   food   chain   and   delicate   ecosystems.  
 
Our   desire   for   the   latest   electronic   devices   drives   the   increasing   plundering   of   our   planet’s  
natural   resources   and   a   throwaway   mentality   (planned   obsolescence   anyone?)   that’s   not  
sustainable.  
 
So   then   are   WE   the   problem?  
 
Well,   yes,   in   a   way   we   are.   There’s   really   no   getting   around   that.   But   it’s   not   because   we  
have   an   appetite   for   top   tech,   convenience   and   effective   transport.   What’s   more   relevant   is  
HOW   we   actually   produce   all   these   things   we   want   and   need   in   our   lives,   and   the   kind   of  
damage   and   destruction   that’s   caused   by   cheap   production   and   cost-cutting   to   maximise  
profit.  
 
Boycotting   is   a   great   tool   for   us,   the   consumers,   to   voice   our   distaste   for   the   practices   of  
companies   that   use   questionable   tactics   or   practices   to   produce   or   sell   their   wares.   And  
more   people   are   choosing   this   as   a   route   to   effect   change.  
 
However,   if   you   dig   a   little   deeper,   you   start   to   realise   that   it’s   our   system   as   a   whole   that’s   in  
need   of   a   revamp,   not   just   our   behaviour.  
 
Capitalism   effectively   assigns   a   monetary   value   to   every   resource   on   the   planet.   Combine  
the   value   of   that   resource   with   cheap   production   labour   and   you   end   up   with   a   much   more  
valuable   product.  
 
And   while   it’s   true   that   this   system   has   brought   us   from   the   industrial   age   to   the   technological  
age   very   effectively,   it’s   not   been   without   an   awful   lot   of   collateral   damage.  
 
We’ve   reached   the   stage   now   where   the   effect   of   putting   profit   first   is   plain   for   all   to   see.   But  
more   than   that,   the   quality   of   our   lives   is   beginning   to   suffer   -   and   I   mean   REALLY   suffer   -   as  
a   result   of   this   ‘profit   first’   system.  
 
Our   efficiency   in   terms   of   production   has   reached   the   point   now   where   thousands   of   people  
are   facing   losing   their   jobs.   That   should   be   a   good   thing,   leaving   us   free   to   pursue   more  
meaningful   and   fulfilling   endeavours.   But   because   our   entire   existence   is   determined   by   how  
many   hours   of   our   lives   we   can   exchange   for   pieces   of   paper   or   numbers   on   a   screen   we  
call   money,   we   see   progress   as   a   threat.  
 
In   our   race   to   make   more   money   and   accrue   more   stuff,   as   is   demanded   by   capitalism,  
we’ve   failed   to   notice   the   massive   amount   of   damage   to   the   planet   we’ve   already   caused.  



Our   laser   focus   on   profit   for   profit’s   sake   has   come   at   the   expense   of   our   empathy,   where   we  
seemingly   no   longer   care   to   what   extent   our   greed   has   caused   irreparable   damage.  
 
It’s   claimed   that   XR   will   not   even   address   the   immensely   positive   effect   moving   towards   a  
plant-based   or   vegan   lifestyle   could   have   in   terms   of   climate   change.   If   that’s   the   one   thing  
we   can   all   do   as   individuals   to   make   real   and   lasting   change   to   tackle   this   climate   change  
crisis   -   and   if   you   look   into   it,   there’s   no   denying   it   would   -   why   aren’t   they   shouting   THAT  
from   the   rooftops?   They   could   at   least   do   that,   right?  
 
But   again,   even   if   they   did,   it   still   doesn’t   address   the   core   problem.  
 
Still   doubt   it’s   capitalism   and   the   market   system   that’s   the   root   cause   here?  
 
Consider   this:  
 

● Environmental   destruction :   ravaging   of   the   natural   environment   to   plunder  
resources,   grow   cash   crops,   create   farmland,   drill   for   oil,   frack,   etc.,   all   for   profit  

● Poverty :   people   living   without   basics   like   water,   shelter,   food,   when   we   have   a  
surplus   (to   the   point   of   waste)   of   all   of   these   things   in   other   parts   of   the   world,   but  
distribution   and   implementation   costs   money  

● Unemployment :   jobs   are   disappearing   due   to   automation,   existing   jobs   demand  
more   hours,   more   responsibilities,   for   less   pay,   just   to   keep   businesses   in   profit   and  
meet   economic   targets  

● Homelessness :   fewer   jobs   means   more   people   unable   to   earn   enough   money   to  
meet   their   basic   needs,   which   leads   to   food   banks,   evictions,   sleeping   on   the   streets  

● Crime :   the   vast   majority   of   crime   stems   from   inequality   and   lack   of   life’s   essentials  
● War :   the   main   propagator   of   war   is   the   appropriation   of   another   country’s   rich  

resources,   another   profit-driven   problem  
● Mortality :   for   the   first   time   in   our   evolutionary   history,   we   are   dying   younger,   despite  

advances   in   medicine   and   technology,   most   likely   due   to   the   fact   that   we   are   now  
more   stressed,   overworked   and   underpaid   due   to   pursuit   of   money   just   to   survive  

● Healthcare   issues :   the   driver   of   healthcare   is   no   longer   primarily   the   well-being   and  
health   of   the   patient,   but   is   instead   the   profits   in   pharmaceuticals  

● Bad   politics :   governments   don’t   solve   the   problems   as   their   priority   is   movement   of  
money   and   economic   growth,   everything   else   is   just   an   afterthought  

 
As   you   can   see,   climate   change   is   just   the   tip   of   a   very   vast   iceberg   of   issues   that   all   have  
their   roots   in   the   market   system.  
 
And   it’s   from   this   standpoint   that   I   must   implore   Extinction   Rebellion   to   think   again   -  
and   fast!   -   about   their   own   stance   and   what   they   are   demanding   from   our  
governments.  
 
The   last   thing   we   need   is   more   groups   of   people   talking   about   what   to   do.   It’s   time   to  
recognise   the   root   cause   of   climate   change   -   and   all   the   other   issues   we   face   in   our   modern  
times   -   and   actually   do   something   that   addresses   it.  



 
How?  
 
By   evolving   away   from   a   system   that   prioritises   profit   towards   one   that   puts   people’s  
well-being   and   the   planet’s   resources   first,   leveraging   our   incredible   technology   to   streamline  
production,   implement   effective   distribution   to   meet   the   basic   needs   of   all   people,   and  
manage   our   home   much   more   sustainably.  
 
And   how   do   we   go   about   doing   that?  
 
There   are   a   great   many   fantastic   groups   out   there   working   incredibly   hard   trying   to   promote   a  
more   sustainable   system,   from   The   Venus   Project   to   The   Free   World   Charter   and   many  
more   in   between.  
 
And   they   would   love   even   just   a   fraction   of   the   coverage   that   Extinction   Rebellion   are  
currently…   mismanaging,   let’s   say.  
 
Climate   change   is   just   one   of   a   broad   spectrum   of   issues   that’s   threatening   our   very  
existence.   We   need   a   strong   voice   and   a   way   forward,   and   with   their   vague   demands   and  
lack   of   direction,   Extinction   Rebellion   are   not   it.   The   only   hope   we   have   of   changing   this   dire  
state   of   affairs   is   by   tackling   the   root   cause   of   the   problem   -   capitalism   and   the   market  
system   -   by   supporting   those   groups   who   DO   have   the   answers   and   working   to   get   them  
implemented.  
 
Anything   short   of   this   is   just   delaying   the   inevitable.  
 
 
Please   consider   supporting   these   groups:  
 
The   Free   World   Charter   -    www.freeworldcharter.org  
Free   World   One   -    www.freeworldone.com  
Open   Access   Economy   -    www.openaccesseconomy.org  
The   Venus   Project   -    www.thevenusproject.com  
The   Zeitgeist   Movement   -    www.thezeitgeistmovement.com  
Resource-Based   Economy   -    www.resourcebasedeconomy.org  
Ubuntu   Planet   -    www.ubuntuplanet.org  
Money-Free   Party   -    www.moneyfreeparty.org.nz  
New   Earth   Nation   -    www.newearthnation.org  
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