
UDomestic Violence 
 
Sources suggest that 3 million women are abused in some way by their significant other 
(boyfriend, husband, etc.) every year. That’s 3 million too many. 1 in 3 women report 
that they experienced some form of domestic violence at some point in their lives. Of all 
violence against women, 20% comes from intimate relationships. Women are more likely 
to suffer injury from domestic violence than any other cause. 
 
Domestic violence is a difficult problem for everyone. It is not a problem that can be 
easily dealt with, as many women are secretive or ashamed of what is happening to them 
in their own home. This may be for a number of reasons. The woman may feel that it is 
her fault in some way and may not think it is necessary to take any action against the 
abuser. Or it may be that the woman knows that what her significant other is doing is 
wrong but she doesn’t think she would be able to remove herself from that situation. This 
may be because there are children involved or she doesn’t think anybody else would be 
attracted to her. 
 
In these situations, there is a gross imbalance of power. The problem is, many 
relationships do not start out this way. Often it will take a few months or years for the 
problems to start, usually when the woman is settled or in a situation that cannot easily be 
escaped. 
 
Unfortunately, being pregnant does not prevent a woman in violent relationships from 
being abused. The main cause of homicide amongst pregnant women is through domestic 
abuse. Over a third of a million pregnant women are victims of domestic abuse every 
year. 
 
Domestic violence can become so bad that death occurs. An average of 3 women are 
victims of homicide in a domestic abuse situation every day. 
 
It is not just the women in these violent situations that suffer. Studies show that 50% of 
those who were violent to their intimate female partner were also violent to the children 
in that household. An estimated 3.3 – 10 million children have had firsthand experience 
of, through witnessing or being subjected to, domestic violence. 
 
As shocking as these statistics are, the truth is that domestic violence is becoming more 
common. In a world of ever-increasing violence, domestic violence is witnessed and 
carries on through generations, being encouraged by the actions seen in the world today. 
 
One of the biggest problems preventing a significant improvement in the prevalence of 
domestic violence is the fact that very few people ever speak up. Women who are victims 
of domestic violence tend not to ask for help out of fear. Neighbors who may overhear 
the abuse don’t speak up because they feel it is none of their business or don’t want to 
cause any problems. And children involved in such situations will rarely admit there is a 
problem at all, let alone be willing to discuss it. 


